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Sees in the United Kingdom and appointed bishops, instead of the Vicars-
Apostolic who had wielded authority since the Reformation. Lord John
Russell had an Ecclesiastical Titles Bill passed through Parliament, declaring
the Papal Bull null and void in Great Britain and Ireland and forbidding the
use of the new titles. The Act, though duly'passed, was never put into effect.
Nicholas Patrick Wiseman, Coadjutor Vicar-Apostolic of the Central District
of England, was appointed Cardinal and first Archbishop of Westminster. A
man of immense learning, tireless activity, .sympathetic nature, and always
moderate judgment, Wiseman made a great position for himself in England,
and, in spite of the unpromising circumstances of which the Ecclesiastical Titles
Bill is an instance, won a recognised place for Roman Catholicism in English life.
Wiseman's successor in the See of Westminster was Henry Edward Manning,
once a brilliant member of the " Tractarian Group " in the Oxford Movement.
He was an undergraduate of Balliol, a Fellow of Merton College, was ordained,
married, and became in time Archdeacon of Chichester. In 1848-50 the Gorham
Case aroused tremendous excitement. It is almost impossible to conceive
at the present day how deeply or excitedly people were moved by theological
controversy. Bishop Phillpotts of Exeter refused to institute the Reverend
George Gorham to the living of Brampford Speke, in North Devon, on the ground
that Gorham did not believe in the spiritual regeneration caused by baptism.

. Gorham appealed to the Court of Arches of the Diocese which confirmed the
Bishop's decision; he appealed from this to the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council, and was successful, and became Vicar of Brampford Speke.
Gorham was an " Evangelical," not a " High " Churchman. He was a fine
scholar, a mathematician, had been a Fellow of Queen's College, Cambridge.
His " case" naturally attracted widespread attention, as it involved the
principles of freedom of thought, of tolerance, and also of orthodoxy, and of
the relations of Church and State.

The decision of the Privy Council upholding Mr Gorham offended Manning's
" Tractarian " views on doctrine and discipline. Within a year he severed
himself from the Church of England (1851). His wife had died a few months
after marriage. Manning was admitted to the communion of the Church of
Rome, and was ordained priest. After some years of study in Rome he returned

-to England, became provost in the diocese of Westminster, and in 1865, on
Wiseman's death, Archbishop of Westminster. In 1875 he was made Cardinal.
An accomplished writer, he was more controversial in method than Wiseman
had been. At the Vatican Council in 1870 he was one of the leading supporters
of the doctrine of Papal Infallibility, which was promulgated, after long and
anxious disputations. In England he took a vigorous part in movements for
social and economic reform, and greatly helped the London dockers to their
victory in,the great " strike " for higher wages in 1888.